"That's exactly right," says Adam M. Fermier, Ph.D., Principal Scientist for Drug Evaluation -New Technologies at Johnson & Johnson Research and Development. "Part of the credo that guides the actions of J&J employees encourages us to increase quality and reduce costs to customers. One opportunity for us to do this is through automation, and finding informed and prepared scientists to bring on board can sometimes be quite challenging. Helping to mentor future scientists will help J&J and others create quality at reduced costs to customers. Plus, working with Christine and her students on this project has been quite rewarding and fun." "Let's be honest," Fermier adds, "the system that we donated was 10 years old, the students were still in elementary school when J&J purchased it, but while it was no longer useful for us, it still offered plenty to the students. And the cool thing about these young scientists is they are very quick with computers, so it doesn't take them long to pick things up." "We're always delighted to hear stories like these," says E. Kevin Hrusovsky, President and Chief Executive Officer of Zymark Corporation, maker of the Benchmate II Workstation. "Zymark has always partnered with selected local schools, providing equipment and course work for robotics and life sciences classrooms. In addition we support some robotic competition teams. One high school team actually builds its robots in our facility and competes on a national scale. They get to spend quality time with our engineers and scientists, and we get to see the direct payoff of our investment in the academic development and passion that the experience creates in the students."
Hrusovsky, who is also a member of the ALA Board of Directors, adds "We firmly believe that cooperative efforts between industry and academia have always played a vital role in helping drive progress in evolving fields. Getting more real world in the world of theory is a great platitude toward which we should all strive."
ALA Chief Administrative Officer Greg Dummer, CAE, agrees with these assessments and notes that "ALA has always recognized the value of partnership between industry and academia. Academic professionals have always been encouraged to attend ALA events, which offer appropriately scaled registration fees and other valued-based advantages. Their participation has been much appreciated and we hope to see more of it in the future." Muhlenberg College is located 55 miles north of Philadelphia and 90 miles west of New York City in Allentown, PA. Founded in 1848, its academic emphasis is on liberal arts and pre-professional students.
2,100 students attend "Berg" -43 percent of them are men and 57 percent of them are women.
